STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re ) Fair Hearing No. 11,504
g
)
Appeal of )
| NTRODUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals the decision by the Departnent of
Social Welfare termnating his Medicaid. The issue is whether
the petitioner continues to neet any of the criteria for
categorical eligibility for Medicaid.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

The facts are not in dispute. The petitioner and his
wife emgrated to this country fromthe former Soviet Union.
For several nonths after their arrival they received Mdicaid
as part of the "refugee assistance benefits" for which they
were then eligible. Wen their refugee assistance benefits
expired (that programis tine-limted) the Departnent
m st akenly continued their Mdicaid benefits.

When the Departnent discovered its error it notified the
petitioner and his wife that they could reapply for Medicaid
on the basis of disability. The petitioner's wife did so and
her Medicaid is continuing pending the Departnment's deci sion
regarding her disability. The petitioner admts that he is
not disabled, but is primarily concerned that his wife's

benefits conti nue.
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ORDER

The Departnent's decision termnating the petitioner's
Medicaid is affirned.

REASONS

The petitioner admts he is not disabled, and there
does not appear to be any other basis for his eligibility
for Medicaid. See Medicaid Manual > M200. However, his
w fe's application for Medicaid based on disability is stil
pending. At the hearing (held on Decenber 23, 1992) the
petitioner was given the follow ng directions and advi ce:

1. If his wife's application for Medicaid is denied,
the petitioner should file an appeal on her behal f.

2. The petitioner should apply to the Departnent of
Social Welfare for "essential person” benefits on his wife's
behal f .

3. The petitioner should apply to the Departnent of
Soci al and Rehabilitation Services (SRS) for hone
mai nt enance benefits for his wfe.

4. If the petitioner or his wife are deni ed any of
t hese benefits, they should file an appeal with the Human
Servi ces Board.

5. The petitioner should contact Vernont Legal A d
for help in appealing any adverse decision he or his wfe
recei ve regardi ng any program or benefits for which they
apply.
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